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The throne was set and only One sat who was seen in 

Ezekiel as the Father (Ezekiel 2:27, 28). The twenty four 

elders are there, clothed in white with gold crowns on 

their heads who are said to be "the sons of God, the 

representatives of the unfallen worlds," (DA 834.1) We 

see the seven Spirits of God, which represents the Holy 

Spirit; the perfection and the variety of the gifts by which 

He works through an (see 1 Cor. 14:4-11). Everyone is 

there, but someone is missing! 

1. What did John see opened in heaven and what was 

he shown? 

“After this I looked, and, behold, a DOOR was opened in 

heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were 

of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up 

hither, and I will shew thee things which must be 

hereafter.” (Rev. 4:1) 

2. What was in that room that John saw open? 

“And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a 

THRONE was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne,” 

(Rev. 4:2). 

NOTE: This door was a door into the heavenly sanctuary. 

Psalm 11:4 says, “The LORD is in His holy temple, the 

LORD’S throne is in heaven,” (see also Psalm 102:19). 

Also, in the earthly sanctuary, which is modeled after the 

heavenly, the glory of God filled the temple, (Exodus 

40:34). God’s glory called the “Shekinah” was right 

above the ark of the covenant which housed the Ten 

Commandments. This was located in the most holy 

place, the second room or inner room of the sanctuary, 

(Hebrews 9:2-5). 

3. What did John see around the throne? 

“And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a 

sardine stone: and there was a RAINBOW round about 

the throne, in sight like unto an emerald,” (Rev. 4:3). 

NOTE: The rainbow is a symbol of God’s covenant and 

promise to mankind, (Gen. 9:12-17). It represents the 

combination of His justice and mercy. 

4. Who did John see around the throne and how many 

were there? 

“And round about the throne were four and twenty 

seats: and upon the seats I saw FOUR AND TWENTY 

ELDERS sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had 

on their heads crowns of gold,” (Rev. 4:4). 

NOTE: It is important to note that the twenty-four elders 

are already in heaven while Christ is still on the earth. 

This rules them out as being the same group that rose 

from the graves with Christ. 

5. What were they dressed in, and what did they have 

on their heads? 

“And round about the throne were four and twenty 

seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders 

sitting, CLOTHED IN WHITE RAIMENT; and they had on 

their heads CROWNS OF GOLD,” (Rev. 4:4). 

6. What proceeded out from the throne? 

“And out of the throne proceeded LIGHTNINGS AND 

THUNDERINGS AND VOICES: and there were seven 

lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the 

seven Spirits of God,” (Rev. 4:5). 

NOTE: The lightnings, thunderings and voices portray 

power and majesty of God. (see Job 37:4, 5; Ps. 

29:3, 4; Eze. 1:13). 
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7. What was before the throne? 

“And before the throne there was a SEA OF GLASS like 

unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round 

about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before 

and behind,” (Rev. 4:6). 

NOTE: This is described several times in the Bible. Lucifer 

at one time walked up and down on these stones of fire. 

Compare (Revelation 15:2 and Ezekiel 28:14, 15). 

8. What do the four beast which surround the throne 

do day and night? 

“And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto 

crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about 

the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and 

behind. And the first beast was like a lion, and the 

second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as 

a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. And 

the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; 

and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day 

and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 

which was, and is, and is to come,” (Rev. 4:6-8). 

NOTE: Beast in Greek is zōa, which is “living beings.” 

However, zōa does not indicate the type of creature. 

These beasts resemble those of Ezekiel’s vision (see on 

Eze. 1:5–26), which he calls cherubim (Eze. 10:20–22). 

In Ezekiel’s visions, each of the four beings had four 

faces. The faces were on the four sides, so that each 

creature looked in all directions. Here each creature 

appears with one of the four faces (see Eze. 1:10; 10:14). 

According to Jewish tradition, each face was the 

standard of the four tribes that surround the earthly 

sanctuary: Reuben to the south (Num 2:10), Judah to the 

east (Num. 2:3), Ephraim to the west (Num 2:18), and 

Dan to the north (Num. 2:25). In essence, the 

encampment of Israel, in its conjunction to the 

sanctuary, was to mirror the heavenly sanctuary and its 

layout. The earthly sanctuary was to “serve unto the 

example and shadow of heavenly things,” (Heb. 8:5). 

9. What do the 24 elders do when these beasts shout 

out glory, honor and thanks to the Godhead? 

“And when those beasts give glory and honour and 

thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever 

and ever, the four and twenty elders FALL DOWN 

BEFORE HIM that sat on the throne, and WORSHIP HIM 

that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns 

before the throne, saying,” (Rev. 4:9, 10). 

NOTE: One day, those who will be saved will shout and 

praise God when they enter His courts in an act of 

worship and love for the great salvation He provided 

through His Son. 

10. Why did the elders say the Lord God was worthy to 

receive honor, glory, and power? 

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour 

and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 

pleasure they are and were created,” (Rev. 4:11). 

NOTE: The Lord is our Creator. Therefore, He is worthy 

of praise and worship. In recognition of His creative, His 

people observe the seventh-day Sabbath as a memorial 

of His creative work. (see Genesis 2:1-3 and Exodus 20:8-

11) 

It is impossible to worship the God of heaven as Creator 

if we willingly fail to observe the seventh-day Sabbath. 

The reason for this is because the Sabbath was given to 

mankind so that they would remember their Creator. 

Claiming to worship the Creator and yet breaking the 

seventh-day Sabbath command would be like saying you 

love your spouse and yet have another lover on the side. 

The only way that the seventh-day Sabbath could be 

done away with is that another God more powerful than 

God destroy the entire universe, create a new one, and 

give another day in memorial of His creation. (see Luke 

16:17, Mark 13:31; 3:27). But there is no other God. 

There is only ONE God: Father, son and Holy Spirit. The 

Godhead that crated all things gave the Sabbath as the 

sign of Their creatorship. 
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EXTRA NOTES:  

“There is the throne, and around it the rainbow of 

promise. There are cherubim and seraphim. The 

commanders of the angel hosts, the sons of God, the 

representatives of the unfallen worlds, are assembled. 

The heavenly council before which Lucifer had accused 

God and His Son, the representatives of those sinless 

realms over which Satan had thought to establish his 

dominion, all are there to welcome the Redeemer. They 

are eager to celebrate His triumph and to glorify their 

King.” Ellen G. White, Desire of Ages, p. 834.1 


